
Road Safety and Speed Limits in Stratton St Margaret 

Introduction 

The issue of speeding motorists and the implications for road safety is a matter 

which is raised by local residents to Parish Councillors on a regular basis. This 

includes speeding on roads such as Grange Drive, Delamere Drive and Ermin 

Street, each of which are important walking routes to local schools such as Grange 

Infants, Grange Junior and Kingsdown. 

An increasing number of towns and cities such as Oxford, Reading and Bristol are 

beginning to reduce the default speed limit in residential areas from 30mph to 

20mph.  

Slower speeds in residential areas are likely to result in safer roads with less 

likelihood of serious or fatal injuries. Slower traffic speeds are also more likely to 

encourage cycling, as an alternative to driving. 

The Borough Council is the highway authority and the criteria on the introduction of 

20mph speed limits on individual streets are as follows, i.e. they must have; 

 existing average traffic speeds which are 24mph or lower 
 pedestrian and cycle movements which are high 
 evidenced community support 

The Borough Council criteria on the introduction of 20mph speed zones which cover 

a number of streets, rather than individual streets are as follows i.e. they must have; 

 existing average speeds which are below 30mph 
 a history of personal injury accidents 
 pedestrian and cycle movements which are high 
 evidenced community support 
 the area does not include routes on the strategic road network. 

There have been a limited number of 20mph speed limits or speed zones which 
have been introduced by the Borough Council and these include West Walcot and 
the St Margaret’s Road area of Old Town.  

There is the potential to extend 20mph speed limits on roads and residential areas to 
a greater extent across Swindon.  

Phil Jones of Phil Jones Associates 

Phil Jones has over thirty years experience as a transport engineer. Phil is advising 

Faversham Town Council on the introduction of a town wide 20mph speed limit. This 

proposal is now supported by Kent County Council as Highways Authority. He is also 

advising the Welsh Government on the introduction of 20mph as the default speed 

limit in residential areas.  



Phil has agreed to address the meeting to set out his views on the wider introduction 

of 20mph speed limits. Phil has also agreed to take part in any subsequent 

discussion. 

Recommendations 

Subject to the support of the Parish Council, it is recommended that the Clerk should 

write to the other Parish Councils in the Borough of Swindon this month to seek their 

views on the issue of lowering speed limits to improve road safety 

That the Clerk should report back to the Parish Council on 25th November 2020 as 

an agenda item with the results of that feedback, firstly to allow further consideration 

of the issue and secondly, to allow Members to discuss whether to invite Borough 

Council highway officers to the Council meeting on 27th January 2021 to discuss 

road safety and speed limits in the Parish. 


